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“Time moves on and all that is left are these giant steel webs strung across 
the sky and a few scattered memories.”

Mr A. V. Orchard. Dorman Long employee.

The Tees Trail



Heritage, History and Home
The Heart of Middlesbrough

By Tosh Warwick, Tees Transporter Bridge Education, Learning 
and Events Officer
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The Girl on The Bridge: The Tees Transporter

The Tees Trail



The Tees Transporter proved a particularly important link across the River 
Tees during World War I. Workers used the bridge as a way to access the 
munitions factories  North of the River Tees.  Engineering company Dorman 

Long in particular manu-
factured millions of shells. 
Approximately two thirds 
of  passengers using the 
Tees Transporter Bridge 
were working at the muni-
tions factories and this era 
reportedly saw a record 
number of people using the 
bridge, such was the push to 
contribute to the war effort.

In 1915, David Lloyd 
George famously stated in 
that World War I was “an 
engineer’s war, and it will 
be won or lost due to the 
shortcomings of engineers.” In its own way the Tees Transporter  supported the British 
war effort; gliding factory workers across the water so they could play their part in history.

Memory and Meaning
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The Tees Trail

The Tees Transporter Bridge’s role in providing a unique link across the River 
Tees at the height of Middlesbrough’s industrial enterprise is what stands out as 
a key element of the Bridge’s history. Moreover, the Bridge’s endurance over 

the years has been symbolic of the town’s ability to overcome a number of challenges. 

The Bridge symbolises home and is an icon and landmark of Middlesbrough that is famous 
across the globe. I am extremely proud to work on the Tees Transporter Bridge and I am 
proud that I am apart of the Bridge’s history. The Bridge is a source of huge pride for the people 
of the area. The thousands that turned out for the centenary celebrations in 2011 illustrated 
the important place the Transporter holds in the hearts and minds of the people of Teesside. 

In terms of the bridge’s future, the installation of the lift to the upper walkway of the Bridge 
alongside the renovation of the gondola and enhancement of the Transporter Bridge Visi-
tor Centre will make the landmark one of the leading heritage attractions in the region and 
will ensure that the crossing continues to serve the area for many decades to come. Along-
side the developments in the Middlehaven area, the improvements at the Bridge will help 
shape this industrial and cultural hub in Middlesbrough


